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A CHRISTMAS CONCERT

E D D I E  C L A Y T O N 
C O N D U C T O R

Born in Johannesburg in 1974, 
Eddie is  the great-grandson of 
Br i t ish composer Horace Barton 
and comes from a long l ine  
of  musicians.  

He joined the South Afr ican 
Defence Force ( later the SA 
National Defence Force -  SANDF)
as a national serviceman in 1993 
and subsequently began an 
i l lustr ious career in mi l i tary music 
which spanned the better part 
of 14 years.   Eddie soon moved 
through the ranks and 
was ult imately appointed the 
youngest Mi l i tary Director of 
Music in the organisat ion’s history.  
Dur ing this  t ime his  musical career 
as a per former,  conductor and 
arranger outs ide of SANDF started 
to pick up s ignif icant ly,  so much so 
that he res igned from the mi l i tary 
to pursue a ful l - t ime career as a 
f reelance musician.     

Eddie has s ince per formed, as 
musician,  with most of the major 
orchestras throughout South 
Afr ica, including the Johannesburg 
Phi lharmonic Orchestra (JPO), 
the KZN Phi lharmonic Orchestra, 
the Chamber Orchestra of South 
Afr ica (COSA), to mention but a 
few.  He is  the regular co-pr incipal 
horn player for the Johannesburg 
Fest ival  Orchestra. 

He is  current ly the res ident 
Pr incipal Conductor of the 
Johannesburg Youth Orchestra 
Company (JYOC).  In 2012 he 
guest conducted the Univers i ty 
of Pretor ia’s Symphony Orchestra 
and has recently been appointed 
conductor of the Univers i ty of 
Pretor ia’s Symphonic Wind Band.

Eddie is  the Pr incipal Musical 
Director,  founding member, 
arranger and composer for the 
SA Tattoo at Monte Casino.  He is 
also the co-founding member, the 
principal Horn Player and arranger 
for the group: Spit  ‘n Pol ish Brass 
Quintet. 

Large-scale musical productions 
Eddie has conducted and 
musical ly di rected include: The 
Sound of Music -  2005, My Fair 
Lady -  2006, The King and I  – 2008, 
F iddler on the Roof -  2009, Shaka 
Zulu – 2010, Jock of the Bushveld 
– 2010, Tree Aan – 2011 (a show 
for which he won a Naledi Award 
for Best Musical Director),  L ied 
van my Hart – 2012, Ons Vir  Jou 
and most recently Jesus,  Die 
Musiekblyspel.   One of his  musical 
career highl ights was conducting 
and orchestrat ing Die Skepping 
Orator ium at The South Afr ican 
State Theatre in Pretor ia.

CAST

EDDIE HAS CONDUCTED MANY OF 
THE COUNTRY’S OPERA COMPANIES 
AND WELL-KNOWN ORCHESTRAS, 
INCLUDING PRO MUSICA, THE 
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA OF SOUTH 
AFRICA, THE JOHANNESBURG 
PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA, THE 
BLACK TIE ENSEMBLE, AS WELL 
AS THE PRETORIA SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA AND BLOEMFONTEIN 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA AS A  
GUEST CONDUCTOR.  
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PROGRAMME
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The First  Noël
Tradit ional Engl ish Carol
Arranged by Eddie Clayton

The Gaelic Blessing				  
John Rutter
Cello part  arranged by Eddie Clayton

When a chi ld is  born				 
Fred Jay and Za’car
Arranged by Eddie Clayton

It ’s  beginning to look l ike Christmas		
Meredith Wi lson
Arranged by Eddie Clayton

The Christmas Medley			 
Warren Mart in
Arranged by Eddie Clayton

GAUTENG OPERA CHORUS

FORTÉ  AND THE 
GAUTENG OPERA CHORUS

FORTÉ  AND THE 
GAUTENG OPERA CHORUS

FORTÉ

FORTÉ

Eddie Clayton

Adeste Fideles 	
18th Century melody probably by J.F.  Wade
Arranged by Eddie Clayton

Mil le cherubini  in coro 		
Franz Schubert
Arranged by Eddie Clayton

Mist letoe and Wine 						    
Lesl ie Stewart ,  Jeremy Paul,   Keith Strachan
Arranged by Eddie Clayton

Go tel l  i t  on the mountains 				  
Afr ican American Spir i tual
Arranged by Eddie Clayton

Maria Wiegenl ied 						    
Max Reger

A Christmas Overture 	
Eddie Clayton

Cantique d’Noël 				  
Adolphe Adam
Arranged by Eddie Clayton

The Li t t le Drummer Boy			 
Arrangement by John McCarthy
Orchestrated by Eddie Clayton

KAGISO BOROKO AND 	
LADIES CHORUS

GAUTENG OPERA CHORUS

ORCHESTRA

GAUTENG OPERA CHORUS

GAUTENG OPERA CHORUS

FORTÉ  AND THE 
GAUTENG OPERA CHORUS

DORAH KGANAKGA

FORTÉ



PROGRAMME
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Joy to the World	 			 
Arranged by Wi l l iam Llewel lyn
Orchestrated by Eddie Clayton

Sleigh Ride				  
Leroy Anderson
Orchestrated and arranged by Eddie Clayton 

Sweet L i t t le Jesus Boy			 
Robert MacGimsey 

The Batt le Hymn of the Republic			 
Arranged by Peter J Wi lhousky
Orchestrated by Eddie Clatyon

A Joyful  Al leluia				  
Gordon Young

Ding-Dong! Merr i ly on High	 		
16th Century French Tune, arranged 
by David Wi l lcocks
Orchestrated by Eddie Clayton

GAUTENG OPERA CHORUS

FORTÉ  AND THE 
GAUTENG OPERA CHORUS

ANNEMARIE STEENKAMP

FULL COMPANY

FULL COMPANY

FULL COMPANY

Tu scendi dal le Stel le				  
S.  Alfonso Maria de ‘L iguor i
Orchestrated by Eddie Clayton

Susani	 				  
14th Century German Carol
Arranged by Eddie Clayton

12 Days of Christmas				 
Engl ish Tradit ional Carol ,  arranged by John Rutter
Adapted and Orchestrated by Eddie Clayton

Fel iz Navidad				  
Jose Fel iciano
Orchestrated and Arranged by Eddie Clayton

The very best t ime of the year			 
John Rutter

The Holy City				  
Stephen Adams
Orchestrated by Eddie Clayton

PHENYE MODIANE AND 
LADIES CHORUS

FORTÉ  

GAUTENG OPERA

FORTE

GAUTENG OPERA

FORTÉ  AND THE 
GAUTENG OPERA CHORUS



GAUTENG ORCHESTRA GAUTENG OPERA CHORUS

VIOLIN ONE

CONTRABASS

VIOLIN TWO

FLUTE

VIOLA

OBOE

CELLO

CHORUS MASTER

SUSAN 
STEENKAMP 
SWANEPOEL
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Camelia Onea / Concert Master 		
L ibbie du Toit

SOPRANOS	

Segomotso Shupinyaneng*

Abongile Ntul ini*

Ziyanda Mhlaul i

Jana Nel

Magdeline Letsoalo

Alta Langridge

Andiswa Sonanzi

TENORS
Mteto Maphoyi*

Mzoxolo Stokwe*

Nevi l le Woodward*

Sibabalwe Yoko*

Bongani Nomcweya

BASSES
Mart in Mkhize*

Lesego Mkhwanazi*

Sol ly Motaung*

Nkosinathi  Malumane

ALTOS	
Pretty Skhosana*

Port ia Ramatlo

Carina Krüger

Onica Ramatjela

Marike Pr ins

Leonie Greyl ing
Hendi Krog

Anna Maria Muller

Valery Andreev
Morkel Combrink

Andrew Moroosi

Kerryn Hendey

CLARINETS

Lizet Smith

TRUMPET

Donald Bouwer

PERCUSSION

Rudolf  van Dyk

ORGAN / PIANO

Susan Steenkamp 
Swanepoel

MOST ORCHESTRAL 
ARRANGEMENT FOR  
THIS CONCERT DONE BY  
EDDIE CLAYTON

*MEMBERS OF THE 
GAUTENG OPERA 
ACADEMY



SPONSORS
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GAUTENG OPERA WISHES 
TO THANK THE FOLLOWING 
SPONSORS FOR THEIR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT



WE THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

AND WE WISH ALL 
OUR PATRONS A 
BLESSED FESTIVE 
SEASON AND A 

PROSPEROUS 
NEW YEAR!

O P E R A  F O R  E V E R Y O N E


